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IRVIKE PRESBYTSIIAN CHULCH
Irvine, Warren fJounty, Pennsylvanla

Qwpner (or Custodian)
Irvine Presoyterian Church, Incorporated.

Date of Lrection
“1839,

Architect
“James M. Hallidsay.
ro and Ldrs. Willlaem Armstrong Irvine,

Present Condition

Bumber of btories
One.,

Materiauls of Construotion:
Cut a«nd unout sanistone, wood shingles, walmut, pine
and oax woodd,

Otner Zxisling Reoords:

Personal interview with present pastor, Rev. Ralph N. lould.
Drawings, photozraphs.

Addltional Data:

Bloliography-an illustrated History of the Commonwealth of
Pemngylvenis, William H. Bgle, L.D., Harrisburg,
pudlished by DeVitt C. woodrich & Co., 1876. Warren,
Erile and other countvies,

History of Zrie County, Pennsylvanla, published by Tarner
Beers and Co., Chicago, Illinois, 1884,

A twentieth century History of Erie County, Pennsylvanisa,
published by the Lewis Publishing Co., John illler,
historian, 1909,

History of Hrie County, Pennsylvania, two wolumns,
Historical Publishing Co., 192b, Topexa and Indianapolis,
by J. E. Reed (John Zlmer).

Historical collection of the State of Pennsylvenis by
Sherman Day, FPhilcdelphia, Pa., 184%. (Title page of
history destroyed, impossible to zive publisher).

History of VWarren County, Pa., edlited by J, S. Shenck,
asgisted by V. 5. Rann, Syracuse, N.Y., publishers, D, Mason
al‘lﬂ. CO-, 188?.
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IRVINE PRUSBYTERIAN CHURCH
Irvine, Varren County, Pennsylvanis

The western pert of the stute of Penns,lvauls was a
willderness for msny years, torn by wurs between the originel owners
0f the lands, the Indians; end the hordes of white settlers who
ever pushed sie=dlily westward, seesing L.nuds and homes. Until
Fenersals William Henry Herrison and 'ilad' Anthony Vayne oonguered
the Indians and drove them from their property, settlements were
hazardous «nd few cured to undertake the subduing of the forest and
its possessors.

At ithe same time the Revolutionary Wer had peen fought and the
country in lieu of pay had mccepted the idea of "Donstion Lands"™ or
"Lend Bounty Kights™ for its defenders. On Merch 24, 1785, an act
was passed providing for the appointment of an agent to examine the
Donution Zands in Pennsylvanis, and report on their general
condition, indiciating especially suoh as were unfit for cultivation,
General Willlam Irvine, who was gssigned to this duty in August,
1785, reported unfavoranly &8 10 the value of the lands in the
eastern part of the &nd Distriet, which were withdrawn. This
territory was cfterwards called the "Struck District”. 1In his
report General Irvine said-"a oontinmuous chain of high barren
mountains except small breeches for crac«s, and rivulets to
disembogue themselves into the river",

In the same year, 1785, Brigadier General Willium Irvine
went to Warren County and bought lands on which some of his
descendants wre still living. In 1797 Callender Irvine with
nis servunt Bluck Tom tried to settle on the property procured
by his futher, the Revolutionary general, His first house stood
on the ground now occupied by the R.R. station st Irvine, but
wgs abandoned after the memoreble "Pumpgin Flood" of 18056.

The Irvine family were of Scotch descent, some of their
family having received a granit of land in Ulster County, Ireland,
from XLing James VI of Scotland, General William Irvine died in
1804 while his son Callender was in command of the fort at Erie,
Psy Callender revlguied this post and was mede Commissary General
of the United 3tates, which post he filled foxr thirty-four years
until his deusth.

Pr. Williem Armstrong Irvine, the son of Callendsr Irvine
was born at the fort ut Hrie, Pa., the 288th of september, 180T,
and died at his residence near Irvine, september 7th, 1886, He
graduated from the University of Peunnsylvanis, studled medicine
after graduation and removed %o Irvine., He took & prominent part
in the builliding of the first turnpike from VWarren to PFranklin, was
a plomeer 10 seoure the looation of the SBunbury and Zrie R.R., now,
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the Philadelphia and ¥rie R.R. Among the f{irst Ilmprovementis &t
Irvine he had an iron foundry and woolen mill which he built.

In 1834 he married a daughter of 3tephen Duncan, a prominent
planter on the Mississippl., She is buried in the graveyard

pack of the Irvine Presoyterian Church which wis built by them
ir her 1ifetime, He 1ls interred beside her. They had two
dawu;hiers, lrs. Thomas Biéddle and Mrs. Thomas Newoold and one son
who was accidently shot when apout twelve yeurs of cge. AL the
Yime of his death Dr., William Armstrong Irvine wes the president
of the Pennsylvenia oranch of the Society of the Cincinnati and
vice-president of the xeneral soclety of that name.

The Irvine Presoyterian Church is loowted about 8% miles west
of Wgrren, Pemnsylvunia on the right hand side of the road of
Koute six going east. The town where the churech is sltusted is
called Irvine, while the R.R. station is called Irvineton. The
chureh siands on saxn elevation and at the rezr of the church is u
burisl ground, with an enclosed portion in which lie the remsins
of tie Irvine family.

Before 1839 Dr. und Mrs, Willism A. Irvine built the stone
gsohool house at Irvine, alsc a church for the Presoyterisns. The
Stone school house was usel until zoout 1873 when it wes torn down,
and the present union school ouilt. Mrs. Irvine died while the
churoh was being erected after the birth of her second daughter
and her funerul services were conducted in the unfinished building.

The Irvine Presbyterian Church is & small church ouilt to
follow closely the colonial influence. This is shown in the arch
over the windows, Llhe mouldings, Zeystones, 8stylo of sewts and other
parts of this very attractive building. The mason, who was &lso
the architect, James M, Halliday, came to America in 1830 and
located at Utieca, now xnown &g Sugar Grove, Pa. The present trustees
are Miss M. E. I. HNHewbold, Alfred iunson, ldiss Llizaveth Christie,
Peter Nelson, und Hrs., Clinton Johnson,

The front of the church faoes to the north. It is bullt of
unfinished sandsione with cut sendstone trim. The church is 25!
2" wide, 3B' 2" in iength and about 26° 1in height. It hus no
belfry. <Tho entrance 1s pliced exuetly in the center of the
north elevation, its sides o seven cut sandstone olocks, with
the lintel, a plein out stone extending across the side bplocks,
heving & raised kKeystone chiseled in {the center and two siuinting
incised grooves ewch side of the keystone, evidently to carry out
the ldea 0f seven.

The double doors are selt into the wall 1'8" ovelng ornamented
with four recessed paneis. The door jamos are 1°'4" and puneled to
exuotly matceh the peneling on the doors, having two recessed panels,
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These Jjambs are finished with vrick mouldings of wood.

Between the doorway and the corners of the church are two
false windows, shuttered snd having arched tope set each with
& Keystone. Esch arch of the windows consists of two segments
having a xeystone center. Hach segment is divided into four
parts oy grooves, A window ig locited in the gauble closed with
& fan-shaped shutter and with an erched top 10 correspond with
the otner windows. The outside Jjzmbs of the windows are fluted
vith & pialn base and cap to simulate pilasters, and an arched
segment of wood also fluted, The side windows have two sSash
of 20 lights each, of plain glass, some of which is old and wevy.
A tooled sandstone sill completes ewch window., Cut sandsione
quoins ornament ezach corner of the building. The cornice is
built up elaborately of moulding with returns on both sides.
A chimney is placed on the west part of the building between the
first and second windows. fThe walls are L'8" thick, There is
no frame worx except for the roof. The water tsovle 1s of tooled
sandstone 4" thick., The roof has wooden shingles.

The interior huas a4 wainscoting paneled with oblong panels
of wood, The window jambs huve panels to match the panels on the
dounvle doors, with plain moulding finish. The seats are embellished
with raised punel curvings. The ends are w«lso decorated with
carvings. The present pulpit is smalil and the plaiform is small
and low, reached oy one Step. Directly pack of the platform and
of the same lengih is & recess 10" deep. The pulpit arch is
goout 14°' high, This recesued part has a wooden trim framing
i1, and also has & kKeystone ornamenting the apex. Brackets for
oil lemps are pluced on euch side of this frame, &«lso on the
window frames and where ever light is needed., A recent addition
is tne gzs fixtures, one of which is direetiy vehind the pulpit.
There are ihree windows on euch side of the church, none at the
vacK. The ceiling is a barreled ceiling., While the outside of
the windows huve segment arches at the tops, the srch of the pulpit
is gsemi-cireulur. The ceiling height inside is 17' 3" in the
genter,

There are no nutional or state historicel events, comnnected
with this cehurch except the fuct that persons who were connected

with it mmde records in the history andciizjigzéng%e territory.
Cigrsvdnseoce
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